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2024 DISTINGUISHED CITIZEN DINNERProgram Agenda

Master of Ceremonies

Flag Ceremony

Invocation

Ken Blue
Troop 533

 
Troop 219, Troop 533, & Troop 53
Pathway to Adventure Council Scouts

Annalisa Blue
Troop 219

Willis H. Glaros
RHU, CACAP

Jeff Strack, Event Chair
President & CEO of  
Strack & Van Til Supermarket

Recipient’s Remarks

Closing

Youth Speaker

Report of Scouting

DCD Award Presentation

De’Veon Taylor 
Troop 53

Jeff Isaac 
Scout Executive & CEO of 
Pathway to Adventure Council

Jeff Strack, Event Chair
President & CEO of  
Strack & Van Til Supermarket

Dinner

Honoree Impact Video
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Will Glaros has dedicated his career to helping individuals and 
organizations secure their futures through innovative insurance 
solutions, while simultaneously inspiring others especially children to 
believe in their potential and pursue their dreams. With over four 
decades of experience in the insurance industry, Will’s legacy is one 
of both professional success and personal commitment to the 
well-being of his community.

A graduate of Indiana University with a B.S. in Business Economics, 
Will began his career as an agent with Prudential Insurance before 
founding his own firm, Willis H. Glaros Insurance, in 1975. In 1978, he 
shifted the firm’s focus to Employee Benefit plans, rebranding the 
company as Employer Benefit Systems (EBS). As president of EBS 
from 1977 until 2014, Will led the company through tremendous 
growth, culminating in its merger with The Meyers Glaros Group. In 
June 2024, the company will be integrated under the umbrella of 
HUB International, the sixth-largest insurance and brokerage firm in 
the U.S.

Over the years, Will has been a prominent figure in the healthcare 
and wellness sectors. He has served as president of the Northwest 
Indiana Wellness Council and the NWI chapter of the National 
Association of Health Underwriters (NAHU), as well as holding 
advisory roles with the Indiana Department of Insurance. He has 

Willis H. Glaros, RHU, CACAP

also spoken at national and local events about trends in healthcare 
and has been a featured expert on local news outlets.
Will’s work has been widely recognized. He was named 2014 National 
Benefit Advisor of the Year by Employee Benefit Advisor, awarded 
Wellness Champion by the NWI Wellness Council, and inducted into 
the Munster High School Hall of Fame in 2017. He has also received 
numerous honors, including the Dr. Richard Hug “Cherish the Child 
Award” and the St. Joseph the Worker Award from Calumet College. 
In 2024, Will was honored as a recipient of the Times Business and 
Community Hall of Fame.

Beyond his professional accomplishments, Will is deeply involved in 
philanthropy. He has served as president of Habitat for Humanity 
and on the boards of several organizations, including the Girl Scouts 
of America, the American Red Cross, and the American Heart 
Association, where he led a campaign that raised over $500,000. 
Additionally, he has supported Mental Health America of Lake 
County and co-chaired the Strosacker Early Learning Fellows, an 
initiative focused on enhancing early childhood education to 
improve student outcomes and workforce readiness.

A passionate advocate for personal development, Will promotes 
seminars and speakers for both children and adults in Northwest 
Indiana, including notable figures like Zig Ziglar, Joe Theismann, and 
Rudy Ruettiger. He also speaks regularly to organizations such as 
the Purdue Northwest baseball team, Valparaiso University, and the 
Munster High School speech and debate team. Through his work 
with local schools, Will helps foster leadership, life skills, and work 
ethics in the next generation.

An inventor and entrepreneur at heart, Will holds patents for the 
Reader Ruler, a tool designed to improve reading skills in children, 
and the Cool Head Hat, which gained attention in Runner’s World 
Magazine in the late 1970s. He also hosts two radio programs, The 
Winners Circle and Winners Circle, Young Leaders, where he 
highlights local success stories and provides inspiration to listeners.
Will’s life’s work is a reflection of his two guiding passions: securing 
the future of others through insurance and helping people, 
particularly children, realize they can achieve anything they set their 
minds to.
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Centier Bank
Will Glaros

Patrick G. and Shirley W. Ryan Foundation 
Strack & Van Til Supermarkets

Jeff and Shawn Strack

Meyers Glaros – A HUB International Company
Luke Family of Brands

Puntillo & Crane
Robert and Kathleen Welsh

United Healthcare

John A. Beebe, Sr.
BMW of Schererville
Calumet Breweries

Hasse Construction Co.
McMahon & Associates CPAs PC

Peoples Bank
Powers & Sons Construction 

Gold Sponsor

Table Sponsor

Program Sponsor

Event Sponsor Power Health

Sponsor list as of 11-13-24

Our Committee

Special thanks to the individuals and organizations that 
participated in the Distinguished Citizens Honoree Impact Video.

Thank you to our committee members! This event could not have 
been a success without your continued dedication and support.

Dave E.  Wickland- Attorney at Dave E. Wickland Attorney at Law, PC
Bernie Henry- VP of Human Resources at Alverno Laboratories

Lori Wilborn – Senior Strategic Account Executive - Key Accounts 
United Healthcare of  IL

Helen Engstrom – Munster Speech Teacher- Retired
Matt Glaros – Senior VP, Meyers Glaros | Hub International

Megan Glaros – Producer, Talent, Sales at Holly’s Health Talks
Brent Martinson- Principal at Chesterton High School

Committee Chairman 
Jeff Strack

President & CEO, Strack & Van Til 

John A. Beebe Sr. 
Retired

Calvin Bellamy
Partner, Krieg Devault

David Bochnowski
Executive Chairman, Peoples Bank

Don Fesko
President & CEO, Community Healthcare System

Tim & Frankie Fesko
Developer, Don Powers Insurance Agency

Josh Halpern
CEO, Alberts Diamond Jewelers

Bill Hasse
President, Hasse Construction, Inc.

Dana More
COO, Luke Family of Brands

Cynthia Powers
Powers & Sons Construction
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Metalwork: 161

Sustainability: 45Welding: 65 Personal Management: 382

Wood Carving: 228

Digital Technology: 66

Composite Materials: 13

Space Exploration: 150

Salesmanship: 55

Weather: 129

Chemistry: 136Robotics: 90

Electricity: 49Environmental Science: 474Railroading: 131

Model Design & Building: 47Architecture: 32

Communication: 374Fire Safety: 99Engineering: 178

With 135 merit badges to choose from - each one unlocks real-life 
skills like first aid, engineering, personal management, aviation, and 
environmental science - to name a few! Through hands-on 
learning, Scouts gain valuable experience while igniting curiosity 
and inspiring ambitions, equipping them for leadership and 
professional success.
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SCOUTS EARNED 16,007

 MERIT BADGES IN 2023

Merit badges give Scouts the opportunity to 
learn about sports, crafts, science, trades, 
business, finance and future careers. There 
are 135 merit badges! At the end of 2023, over 
16,000 merit badges were completed  by 
PTAC Scouts!
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1992	 Richard Leet

1993	 John Goodwin

1994	 Richard A. Vietch

1995	 Gary Neale

1996	 Thomas McDermott

1997	 Stephen Leurck & Peter J. Murphy

1998	 Bob & Kay Welsh

1999	 Denis & Carolyn Ribordy

2000	 Don & Margo Powers

2001	 Jim & Prudance Dandurand

2002	 Rep. Peter J. Visclosky

2003	 Calvin & Cathy Bellamy

2004	 Dewey & Andrea Pearman

2005	 Bishop Dale Melczek

2006	 Drs. Dennis & Leslie Rittenmeyer

2007	 Joseph & Sandy Morrow

2008	 Andy & Sarah Brennan

2009	 Mark & Christine Maassel

2011	 David & Ann Bochnowski

2012	 Tim & Frankie Fesko

2013	 Bill Masterson, Jr.

2014	 Mike & Jill Schrage

2015	 Mamon & Cynthia Powers Jr.

2016	 Tom & Sylvia Collins

2017	 Tom Sourlis & Susan Eleuterio

2018	 Jeff Strack

2019	 Don Fesko

2021	 William A. Hasse III

2022	 The Halpern Family

2023	 Terry McMahon

Willis H. Glaros
RHU, CACAP

2024 
Distinguished 
Citizens Award 
Recipient
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Here for 
what matters, 
Indiana
UnitedHealthcare is proud to
celebrate Willis H. Glaros as the
recipient of the 2024 Indiana
Distinguished Citizen Award.

Visit uhc.com

Luke FAMILY OF BRANDS
would like to congratulate Will Glaros!
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Willis H. Glaros 

for being honored with 
The Distinguished Citizens Award



ALWAYS HERE. 
ALWAYS READY.

Member FDIC

For you and your future.  
At Peoples, we believe strong relationships build 
strong futures. For over 110 years, it’s been about 
making good  rst impressions and exceeding them 
every time a�er. We do that by being there for 
people when they need us most, for their milestone 
moments, challenges, and opportunities. 

PEOPLES BANK PROUDLY SUPPORTS THE BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA 
IN HONORING WILLIS H. GLAROS, RHU, CACAP AT THIS YEAR’S 

DISTINGUISHED CITIZEN DINNER!

Better banking keeps moving forward.
ibankpeoples.com  |  219.836.4400

JJeeffff  &&  SShhaawwnn  SSttrraacckk  
Congratulate
Willis H. Glaros

for being honored with the 
Boy Scouts of America

Distinguished Citizens Award 



Proud to Sponsor the 2024 
Distinguished Citizen Award 

Honoring Willis H. Glaros

1-888-Centier  |  Centier.com

CENTERED  
AROUND YOU

HASSECONSTRUCT ION .C0M
10 LINCOLN AVE    PO BOX 300   CALUMET CITY, IL 60409  

 219.932.1161    708.862.2450

COMMERCIAL 

UNDERGROUND UTILITIES 

 INDUSTRIAL

WE BUILD FOUNDATIONS AS STRONG AS OURS

G E N E R A L  C O N T R A C T O R  

C O N S T R U C T I O N  M A N A G E R

INSTITUTION

TRANSPORTATION

 HEALTHCARE

"Congratulations, Will, for your civic and
business contributions to Northwest Indiana!"
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smiles begin!
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Crown Point

1539 S Court St, Crown Point, IN 46307

(219) 662-2264

Merrillville
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JOEL
COOPER,

CPA, MBA, CVA

MARISA
SMOLJAN,

CPA

KAREN
MCMAHON,

EA

JOLANTA
MOORE,

DBA, CPA

TERRY
MCMAHON,

CPA

#1 CPA FIRM 19 YEARS IN A ROW!
Business Valuations

Payroll
Audits/Reviews

Taxation
Consulting

Estate Planning 

219.924.3450 MCMAHONPC.COM



Congratulations, Will! 

Thank you and the 
Boys Scouts of America 

Pathways To Adventure Council 
for your commitment to 

developing and preparing 
young people for the future.  

Your friends at Calumet Breweries, Inc. 

Proud supporter  
of the  

BOY SCOUTS  
OF AMERICA  

and the  
PATHWAY TO  
ADVENTURE  

COUNCIL

General Contracting
Construction Management

Design-Build
Owner’s Representative

powersandsons.com

Congratulations
Willis H. Glaros

2024
Distinguished 
Citizens Award 
Recipient

From Bob & 
Kathleen Welsh



Congratulations to Willis H. 
Glaros on receiving the 2024 

Distinguished Citizen’s Award

Patrick G. & Shirley W. Ryan




